
Having your own Field Day this year? 
Here are some things to consider 

 
 
Field Day 2020 is likely going to be very unusual. We all want to get together to enjoy the camaraderie of this 
special event. Unfortunately, many of us in 2020 will not be able to assemble in a group for Field Day.  
 
First things first – All is NOT lost! 
Field day is supposed to be a simulation of a national emergency. That means things will not go as planned. It 
is up to each of us to find a way to get on the air and operate. Honestly, you will feel better if you do! 
 
The most popular categories of operation this year will likely be: 
 

Class B – 1 or 2 person portable 
Entire Field Day station is setup and operated by not more than 2 people 
I believe the spirit of this class is to be away from your home QTH 

Class B – Battery 1 or 2 person portable 
  Just like Class B above except: 
        ALL contacts are made using 5 Watts or less 

      Use a battery (or batteries) as a power source  
Class C – Mobile 

  Setup in a vehicle capable of operation while in motion 
  Think mobile antennas only (sorry no 30ft antennas in this class) 

Class D – Home station 
This is your normal home station on commercial power (plugged into the wall) 
You can talk to everybody EXCEPT other Class D stations.  

Class E – Home station Emergency power 
Use emergency power for transmitters and receivers 
You can talk to everybody 

 
Here are some Field Day pointers to get you on your way: 

 
Try before you fly  
 Please try your complete setup BEFORE Field Day 

Going to use a generator? 
Make sure it starts, have some fresh fuel, have a fire extinguisher close by. 
Listen to all the bands for RF noise generated by the generator. 

 Going to use a battery? 
  Be sure to charge it up and USE it with your radio for a while. 
  Many radios start to malfunction when their 12V supply begins to drop. 

Check your radio manual for the DC voltage specification.  
Lower output power will use less current and will keep the battery voltage higher for longer 
 

Consider a foot switch 
PTT buttons on hand held microphones are fine for a few QSOs.  
Operate using a hand held PTT mike for hours with rapid QSOs and your thumb will hurt. 
Consider a foot switch.  
 

Consider a boom mike or a communication headset 
 Either way is a nice step up form a hand held microphone. 

Many hams prefer headphones, they keep the noise down and they help concentration. 
Having both hands free is a HUGE plus. 
 

Get some Field Day software 
 We like to use the software from N3FJP (he also has software for Winter Field Day). 
 https://www.n3fjp.com/fieldday.html 
 His Field Day software is easy to use and only costs $9 ! 
 

 



Field Day pointers continued 
 
Check your coax and power connectors 

Field Day is likely to be the most stress your ham station has experienced. 
Take a good look as those coax connectors and cables. 
Also check your 12 Volt power connectors and cables. 
 

Upgrade your radio speaker 
Most radios have an internal speaker, and most of them sound terrible! 
Get an external speaker for your radio and enjoy how much better things sound. 

 
Put up an additional antenna (even if only temporary) 

This is a great time to put up a temporary antenna to compare its performance against others. 
Smaller compromise antennas on Field Day only lead to shouting trying to be heard. 
Put lots of wire way up in the trees, you will still shout, but much less! 
A shameless plug here for full size loop antennas. 
 In general, a horizontal loop antenna seems to pick up less static noise. 
 Summertime means thunderstorms are around, a loop antenna usually has less static. 
 Use ladder line (window line) to feed a loop. 
 Use a 4:1 balun close to the antenna tuner to convert the ladder line to coax. 

Keep the coax as short as possible to reduce losses. 
 

Placing HF antennas up in the trees 
 Go buy some UV resistant antenna rope (I like 1/8” black Polyester). 

Check out Quality Nylon Rope up in CT, good stuff at excellent prices. 
https://www.qualitynylonrope.com/1-8-polyester-rope-black/ 
You may want to consider a cord storage reel for rope or antenna wire. 
I personally use a saltwater fishing rod with an open face reel to launch lines over trees. 
I have seen some utterly amazing compressed air antenna launchers. 
Use a snap swivel to connect your launching weight to your fishing line. 
When ready to pull antenna rope up, do not tie a knot in it! 
Open the snap, work it through the outer jacket of the antenna rope, then close the snap. 

 
  
Consider operator comfort 
 If you are operating as Class B or C away from home, consider the following: 

Its summer, so drink plenty of liquids and a battery powered fan helps. 
Some battery powered fans generate RF noise – test yours first. 
Use sunscreen, sunburn is no fun. 
Laptops and radio screens can be very hard to see in the sun. 
If using a laptop, look into being able to charge it away from home (DC to DC converter).  
Consider a cushion if you are going to sit on a hard bench for hours. 
Bug spray does help with the bugs, but it can melt plastics (radio knobs and displays). 
At night bugs will be attracted to the light from radios and laptops (keep them dim). 
 

Take some pictures/selfies! 
Every Field Day is different, this one is happening during a crazy global pandemic! 
This is going to be one for the history books. 
Please document your efforts so they can be shared and enjoyed with everyone later. 


